The purpose of this article is to reargue the case for understanding the story of Cain in Gen 4 as being an aetiology of the tribe of the Kenites. This was first argued in the 19th century by H. Ewald, J. Wellhausen and B. Stade and taken up by others, 1 but a glance at commentaries on the book of Genesis in recent decades indicates that this standpoint is now largely overlooked or even rejected, 2 though without good reason, as I shall argue. 1 H. Ewald, "Erklärung der Biblischen urgeschichte. 4. Die geschlechter des ersten Weltalters", Jahrbücher der Biblischen wissenschaft [sic] 6

